CHAPTER  XIII
RELIGIOUS TOLERATION
The disabilities of Dissenters, Protestant and Catholic, in George the
Third's Reign, (i) Test and Corporation Acts. (2) Penal laws.
Fox's great efforts to secure religious freedom. Contrast between
(r) Burke and Pitt and (2) Burke and Fox.
THE pageants of religious war1 and spectacular persecu-
tion belong to the age of a single-eyed fanaticism
which knows no persuasion but the sharp edge of torture,
and no fear in life or death but the infinite terror with which
Catholic legend filled the mind of men who had thrown
aside all the rest of its doctrines. Incessant, agile, pliant,
that restless spirit still hovered round the courts^of^Europe
in the last half of the eighteenth century; but it no longer
governed their policy. Catholic powers were allied with
Mohammedan, religion blessed, but did not declare war;
heresy found a nook or a refuge in every nation, in some,
in the gay haunts of fashion or rich splendour, and the
question that troubled the minds of thinking men was the
lawfulness or the expediency of restraining opinion, not
in order to scatter more widely the hopes of happiness
in another world, but to strengthen the fabric of orderly
government in this. The intolerance of Governments was
no longer the pitiless rapture that gave an ecstasy to suffer-
ing and persecution, it was the weapon of a statecraft that
was cold, circumspect, and pre-eminently secular.
Of no country was this truer than it was of England
1 Mr. Lecky considers the Peace of Westphalia to have put an end to religious
wars.
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